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ARBS 2016 INDUSTRY AWARDS WRAP 

 

ARBS 2016, Australia’s only international air conditioning, refrigeration and building services 

trade exhibition, has announced the ARBS Industry Awards winners for 2016. The 

nominations were evaluated by a panel of industry experts on various criteria such as 

leadership, sustainability, performance and innovation with the awards presented at a gala 

dinner hosted by actor and funny-man Shane Jacobson, held at Crown Palladium in 

Melbourne on Wednesday 18 May 2016. 

 

The ARBS Young Achiever Award 2016 went to Leon Wurfel of BUENO who is making 

strides in big data saying ‘I’m lucky to have built such a great team around me to get us into 

this position to have the opportunity to win the award’. All three finalists Ahmad Amiri, High 

Technology Control and Vladimir Poposki, Belco Electrical along with Leon agreed that 

collaboration is the future of the industry. 

 

The Product/Service the Excellence Award 2016 went to Braemar 7 Star equivalent ducted 

gas heater, Seeley International. Frank Seeley took the opportunity during his acceptance 

speech to inform on the benefits of this system, claiming their heating and cooling solutions 

are ‘out of this world’. 

 

The ARBS Project Excellence Award 2016 was presented to Westpac St. George HQ 

Refurbishment, Norman Disney Young & Westpac Corporation. Ashish Kulkarni accepted 

the award and immediately thanked ARBS. He went on to thank NDY and Westpac, 

Lendlease and Hassell for ‘an amazing project’ saying it was ‘blood, sweat and tears over 

the past few years but it has been an incredible experience’. 

 

‘I feel so humbled in accepting this award’ said Irfan Hai upon accepting of the Outstanding 

Industry Education/Training Award 2016 taken out by the Diploma of Engineering 

Technology in Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, TAFE NSW Sydney Institute (Sydney TAFE).  

 

Three lifelong contributors to the HVAC and building services industry were inducted in the 

ARBS Hall of Fame 2016. Garry Mundy (nominated by AREMA) thanked the industry for the 

honour, his family for the ongoing support and his staff for their loyalty saying ‘they put in a 

great effort’, going on to say how much he appreciated it all. 

 



MEDIA RELEASE 
1 June 2016 

 

‘Thank you so much for honouring me, it’s a unique experience’ said Neil Marshall 

(nominated by AMCA). Neil thanked the AMCA for the nomination and said ‘this award will 

take pride of place [in his study]’. 

 

And Dr Stephen White (nominated by AIRAH) said he did ‘enter the industry with a desire to 

contribute and make a difference’ and is ‘flattered, honoured and totally delighted to receive 

this recognition’. 

 

The awards, now firmly entrenched as the pinnacle of achievement in the HVAC&R and 

building services industry attracted nominees from across all sectors. The ARBS Industry 

Awards are held every two years in association with the ARBS Exhibition. 

 


